CHAPTER XV
WORK   IN   PARLIAMENT
Thy purpose firm, is equal to the deed:
Who does the best his circumstance allows,
Does well, acts nobly; angels could no more.
young, Night Thoughts.
Two hundred and eighty-seven members of the Labour Party
were returned at the general election in 1929. Mr. Ramsay
MacDonald was for the second time invited to form a Government,
and he agreed to do so, notwithstanding the fact that his followers
were again a minority in the House of Commons, The question
whether it was expedient to undertake the responsibilities of
Government in these circumstances was not submitted to the
members of the Parliamentary Labour Party for their decision;
but many of them were opposed to the adventure. In their judg-
ment every day's experience of the previous attempt of the party
to govern as a minority was a warning against assuming office before
the party was in a position to carry out its own policy. The leaders
of the party were, however, once more tempted to place their necks
in a noose by which they and their followers could be strangled,
whenever it pleased the Liberal Party to develop homicidal ten-
dencies. Mr. Lloyd George was throughout engagingly frank
about his intentions; he would tolerate the Government for just
so long as it did nothing in particular; but should it ever attempt
to carry out its own party programme he would at once butcher it
to make a Liberal holiday. Modern capitalism was to be preserved
at all costs.
The experiences of the second Labour Government were in no
way different from those of the first. It could not adopt a policy
such as would have satisfied its own members, who were conse-
quently deeply and frequently humiliated by the necessity of having
to vote against their convictions. The Government had to emas-
culate its measures, and accept amendments which still further
reduced their political significance, and the hearts of the members
of the party were slowly but surely broken. The justification for
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